
A  G U I D E  T O  S E C U R I N G
P E D E S T R I A N  A R E A S



Pedestr ian isat ion a ims to  improve safety  and mobi l i ty .    

In  i ts  gu idance on pedestr ian safety ,  the Wor ld  Heal th  Organisat ion s tated that
pedestr ian isat ion not  on ly  improves safety  for  pedestr ians but  a lso contr ibutes to
lower  levels  of  no ise and a i r  po l lu t ion.

There have a lso been l inks to  show that  pedestr ian isat ion can improve the
economic growth of  an area due to  increased consumer reta i l  spend,  increased
rents  ab le to  be charged for  un i ts  wi th in  a pedestr ian ised s t reet .

Pedestr ian ised zones fac i l i ta te  soc ia l  d is tanc ing more ef fect ive ly  than pavements
alone.

Everyone is  ta lk ing about
pedestr ian isat ion.  Whether  i t  is  shoppers
enjoy ing vehic le  f ree browsing,  restaurant
owners seeing the revenue oppor tun i t ies
of  a l  f resco d in ing or  env i ronmenta l is ts
not ic ing the improvements in  a i r  po l lu t ion;
but ,  what  is  pedestr ian isat ion? 

Pedestr ian isat ion is  s imply  the process of
removing or  rest r ic t ing vehic le  access to  a
st reet  or  publ ic  area for  the exc lus ive or
pr ior i t ised use of  pedestr ians.

WHAT  IS  PEDESTR IAN ISAT ION?
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KEY  BENEF I TS
Safety  Benef i ts

Env i ronmenta l  Benef i ts

Economic  Benef i ts

Soc ia l  Benef i ts



C O R S I  S O L U T I O N S

There are three main forms of
pedestr ian isat ion.  

To be able to  p lan your  scheme
ef fect ive ly ,  you wi l l  need to  determine
the type of  scheme most  su i tab le for
your  operat ional  requi rements.
 
Ful l -Time Pedestr ianisat ion  -  vehic les
are complete ly  forb idden and rest r ic ted
f rom enter ing a des ignated
pedestr ian ised zone wi th  on ly
emergency vehic les a l lowed to  enter .  
 
Part-Time Pedestr ianisat ion  -  w i th
par t - t ime pedestr ian ised zones,  vehic les
are only  granted access to  the area
dur ing speci f ic  hours or  days in  l ine wi th
t ra f f ic  regulat ion orders.  There is  no on-
st reet  park ing a l lowed but  loading bays
are avai lab le for  use dur ing des ignated
t imes of  the day/week.
 
Traff ic  Calming  –  t ra f f ic  ca lming zones
serve to  reduce the dominance and
speed of  road vehic les.  There are no
rest r ic t ions to  vehic le  access,  but
footpaths are widened,  and park ing
spaces are reduced.
 
Var ious t ra f f ic  ca lming measures are
used to  s low down the speed of
vehic les.  They inc lude speed tab les,
narrower  t ra f f ic  lanes,  pr ior i ty  ch icanes
and use of  d i f ferent  road textures and
colours to  remind dr ivers that  they are
wi th in  t ra f f ic  ca lming zones.
 
The execut ion of  a  pedestr ian isat ion
pro ject  and the type of  safety  and
secur i ty  equipment  requi red to  suppor t
schemes wi l l  depend on the extent  o f
vehic le  access being permi t ted.
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CONS IDERAT IONS :
Reta i l  turnover  

in  pedestr ian ised  
areas  genera l ly  out -

per forms non-pedestr ian  
areas .  

Book:  "The Impact  of  
Pedestr ian isat ion on 

Reta i l  Economic Act iv i ty "
[B .  Lane]



Incorporat ing safety  measures in to a
pedestr ian isat ion scheme can help to
address some of  the d isadvantages out l ined
above.  I f  a  scheme is  wel l - thought  out ,
d isrupt ion can be kept  to  a min imum wi th
adequate s ignage and d ivers ions in  p lace.
L ikewise,  a  par t - t ime pedestr ian isat ion
scheme can be made safe wi th  c lear  t ra f f ic
regulat ion orders communicated wi th
s ignage and access contro l  barr iers
( temporary or  permanent)  to  enforce f ree
and rest r ic ted vehic le  access hours.
 
Pressure on publ ic  t ranspor tat ion can be
reduced wi th  cyc le way prov is ion and
regular  t ra in ,  bus and t ram serv ices in to a
rest r ic ted town or  c i ty  zone.  
 
When implement ing a scheme,  p lanners
must  understand i f  the change in  layout  has
al tered the vu lnerabi l i ty  o f  an area.  They
must  ask themselves i f  the rev ised layout
has  considered appropr ia te secur i ty
measures,  a  v i ta l  ingredient  o f  success.
Secur i ty  is  o f  paramount  impor tance when
devis ing a scheme.  The la test  government
advice centres around the fo l lowing: -
 

P lac ing v isual  deterrents  to  suppor t  a
vehic le  rest r ic ted zone may deter
potent ia l  a t tackers but  must  be ut i l ised
in conjunct ion wi th  other  measures to
manage and reduce the r isk .  The worst
th ing that  could happen is  to  make
pedestr ians fee l  safe and secure wi th in
an area and not  have adequate safety  or
secur i ty  in  p lace render ing v is i tors  and
commuters vu lnerable to  acc identa l  or
targeted vehic le  incurs ion.
 
Pedestr ian safety  can only  be achieved
against  determined at tackers through
the deployment  of  tested and cer t i f ied,
vehic le  secur i ty  barr iers .  These need to
be assessed against  the ca lcu lated r isk .
 
Three of  the main pr inc ip les appl icable
to phys ica l  secur i ty  schemes are very
apt  here:  'Deter ' ,  'Delay '  & 'Mi t igate '  to
protect  crowds of  v is i tors ,  d iners,  and
pedestr ians.

“Vehic les  (such as  cars ,  vans and lorr ies)  are
widely  avai lable ,  easy to  acquire  and use.
Vehic les  may be purchased,  rented,  sto len or
hi jacked by  terror ists .  Consequent ly ,  dr iv ing a
vehic le  into  crowds of  people  has been and
remains an at tack method used by  terror ists .”
 
“Dur ing a  VAW (vehic le  as  a  weapon)  at tack,
the terror ist  is  unl ikely  to  comply  wi th
the ru les  of  the  road.  Terror ists  may park
i l legal ly  just  before  the at tack then speed,
ignore  t raff ic  s ignals ,  dr ive  on the wrong s ide
of  the  road,  mount  foot  ways and enter
pedestr ianised zones.”

WHY IS  SAFETY  &  SECUR ITY  SO
IMPORTANT?
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